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Court Chatter

LCWTL plays according to USTA rules.  Should there be any discrepancy between LCWTL rules and regulations and USTA rules, LCWTL Rules and Regulations shall prevail.
Not all issues on the court are covered by rules, but if all players make an effort to be courteous and thoughtful of others and follow the “Golden Rule,” our matches would be more fun and enjoyable for everyone.

Frequently Asked Questions

Ball in Play – Line Calls, Touches Line, Permanent Fixture, Calling Lets, Retrieving Balls, Etc.
What is the rule about line calls?

According to the USTA, each team makes the call on any ball landing on their side of the court.  If any part of the mark is touching the line, the ball is good.  For the ball to be called out there must be a space between the mark and the line.

What is the rule for calling balls when a player standing on the baseline questions a call on the opponents’ baseline?
It is your opponents call if they see a ball hit outside the baseline.  Remember it is difficult for a player who stands on one baseline to question a call on a ball that landed near the other baseline.

What is the rule for calling balls out when looking across a line?  For example:  If I am playing the deuce side of the court and a ball hits the far side of the ad court, can I call a ball that hits that line out?

According the USTA Players’ Guide for Unofficiated Matches, the call of a player looking down a line is much more likely to be accurate than that of a player looking across a line.  When you are looking across a line, don’t call a ball out unless you can clearly see part of the court between where the ball hit and the line.

Is it okay to ask my opponent is she is sure that the ball mark is out?
Even though you think your ball was in, it is not your call to make.  However, you may ask if the opponent was sure of the call.

If my opponent questions a line call, may she cross over and check the mark?

When playing on clay courts, a player is not required to show a ball mark to an opponent and no player is allowed to cross the net to inspect a ball mark. 

If I notice a ball rolling on to the court next to the one on which I am playing, can I call a let for that other court?

No, the USTA rule on calling lets refers to the player’s own court.  A player on one court may not call a let on another court.

If my opponent hits a ball and it goes through a hole in the net, who makes the call that the ball did not go over the net?

The USTA rule states that a player shall make the ruling on a ball that the player’s opponent hits through the net.

My partner and I were losing 5-4 in the second set after having lost the first set.  I was serving with the score at 30-40.  The receiver’s return of serve went long and I made an out call.  One of my opponents insisted that I had made an incorrect call, the ball was good, and therefore, the match was over.  I reminded her that it was my call, but after a heated discussion, my partner and I walked off the court conceding the point and the match.  What should my partner and I have done in this situation when our opponents insisted the match was over?

As all LCWTL players should know, the rule states that each team makes the call on any ball landing on their side of the net.  This is a basic rule which all players in unofficiated matches must accept.  According to USTA rules, a player may ask “Are you sure of your call?”  If the opponent reaffirms the ball was out, the call shall be accepted.  There shall be no further delay or discussion.  If you and your partner were sure of your call, then you should not have stopped play to argue the point.  You should have firmly stated the score and gotten in position to play the next point.  The fact that the disputed call happened at match point should make no difference.   Treat all points the same regardless of their importance.
Are there rules about exchanging and retrieving tennis balls during a match?  For example, what should be done with the balls after a team finishes serving?

Rather than rules covering this topic, this is more a matter of court etiquette.  Courtesy to your opponents would seem to require that when changing sides after your team has served, your team should gather the balls on your side of the court and either hand them to the opposing team or place them on the net tray.  As an alternative, some players leave the balls at the baseline where their opponent will stand to serve.  If in doubt, you should ask your opponents what their preference is.
Other issues related to ball etiquette include retrieving stray balls on your side of the court after a point is finished and getting those balls back to the serving team.  Many servers like to have all three balls in their possession, and when this request is made, “the receivers shall comply when the third ball is readily available.  Distant balls shall be retrieved at the end of a game.”  Of course, to retrieve a ball from another court or to return a ball to another court, wait until the players have completed a point.

Hindrance – Delay of Game
What happens if a cell phone rings during a match, match play stops and it is determined the ring belongs to a spectator and not one of the players?

If that situation occurs during a match, you play a let.  Remember it is your responsibility to ask spectators to turn off their cell phones or to leave the area, if they must use them.

In the middle of a very windy match, a cap blew off the head of one of our opponents and landed on the court.  We continued to play and didn’t call a let, but that cap was very distracting.  Our opponents won the point, but my partner and I have been wondering if we should have insisted on replaying the point.

No, you should not have replayed the point because neither you nor your partner called a let while the point was being played.  Once you continued to play the point while the hat was on the court, you accepted the hat as being part of the court and forfeited your right to call a let.  All let calls because of objects on the court – hats, balls, etc. – must be made immediately and play should stop.  Only in that case can the point be replayed.
In the break between second and third sets, a player was observed in the ladies’ restroom using a syringe for an injection.  Is this legal?

There is nothing in our LCWTL rules which would prohibit this.  There are many medical issues which might require a player to inject herself with medication during a match, the most obvious being a diabetic who needs insulin.  The only USTA rule found which referenced this topic covers requests for medical timeouts which was not the case in your question since the incident happened during the break between sets.  These USTA rules state that medical timeouts are not allowed for “any medical condition requiring injection.”  However, the rules further state that an exception is made for diabetics.  “Diabetics may use devices to check blood sugar, may administer subcutaneous injections of insulin, and may use battery powered insulin pumps.”
Correcting Errors

In a recent match, my partner lobbed a ball over one of our opponents.  Her partner called “out” but the ball landed in, and the player who made the out call returned the ball back over the net.  My partner and I didn’t return the ball because we had accepted the out call as ending the point.  No one on the court was sure about the rule on this so we re-played the point.  Was that correct?
The USTA rule in this situation has changed.  Prior to 2011, if the correction on a serve or in a rally was made immediately and the player returned the ball back into the court, then a let was played.  
However starting in 2011, the USTA Tennis Rules and Regulations Committee has determined that any call on a serve or in a rally corrected from out to good is loss of point to the player or team that corrected the call, even if the ball is put back into play.  An out call on any ball (on a serve or in a rally) that is corrected to good is considered to have created a hindrance to play and it is loss of point due to this hindrance.

NOTE: The only exception is on the first or second serve that is a service let (i.e. the ball hits the net before it lands in the service box).
Let serves that occur on first or second serve and called out and are then corrected to good result in the replay of the entire point, thus a first serve to the server.
Continuous Play

Between the 2nd and 3rd sets of a match in a rated division, does either team have the opportunity to continue warming up?  For example:  one team goes to use the restroom, the other team is on court hitting to each other (basically keeping their strokes warm).  Is this permitted?

It is up to the each team to determine how they want to use their ten minute break or if they want one.  Some ladies take a bathroom break, some talk to their pro's, and some sit and rest.  Others agree to continue playing with no break, or to have a quick restroom break and then resume playing the third set.  For a team to continue hitting while their opponents 
use the restroom is permitted.
Q. Are there rules about when a player may take a bathroom break?  I can’t find anything in our book which addresses this.
A. When an issue is not covered in LCWTL rules and regulations, USTA rules and regulations apply.  USTA regulations regarding bathroom breaks are covered under USTA Regulation III, E.  These rules allow one or more toilet or change of attire breaks.  These breaks should be taken during a set break, if possible.  If that is not possible, then the break should be taken at an odd game changeover.  Breaks taken at other times should be limited to true emergencies.  As a courtesy to your opponents, you should inform them that you will be taking a bathroom break and that you will return to the court as soon as possible to resume the match. 
Q. I know that the warm-up period should be 10 minutes and that it should be conducted with your opponent, but wonder if the league or USTA have more specific rules about how the warm-up should be conducted.  For example, when my opponent warms up her serves, am I allowed to return the ball to warm up my return of serve?

A. There are no USTA or LCWTL rules specifying which shots can be warmed up in the 10 minute period.  LCWTL rules state that warm-up should be with your opponent and should not exceed ten minutes.  However, the rules also say “in unusual circumstances, you may warm up with your partner.”  The USTA code further clarifies warm-up by stating that “warm-up is not practice.  Each player should make a special effort to hit shots directly to an opponent.  A player should take all warm-up serves during the warm-up period.  A player who returns serves should return them at a moderate pace in a manner that does not disrupt the server.”

Players should not attempt to “win” the warm-up.  If a player is constantly walking around the court picking up balls which her opponent has hit as “winners”, she is not getting much of a warm-up.   This behavior immediately sets a bad tone to the forthcoming match, and would be one of those “unusual circumstances” in which a player could warm up with her partner.  
Serving/Receiving – Order and Choice of Ends
At the beginning of a recent match, after winning the racquet spin, our opponents “deferred” to us.  This was a new term to us.  Please explain what our options were.

The rules for this can be found under Rules for League Play and Social Play in the LCWTL book and in the USTA Rules for Tennis under Choice of Ends and Service.

The rule is that if a team wins the racquet spin (coin toss) that team may choose any one of the three choices listed below:

· Choose to serve or receive in the first game of the match, in which case the opponents shall choose the end of the court for the first game of the match.

· Choose end of the court, in which case the opponents choose to serve or receive first.

· To defer which REQUIRES the opponents to make one of the above two choices; to either serve or receive first OR to chose end of the court to begin the match.

The team which won the toss initially and chose to defer to their opponents may now make one of the two above choices, to choose either end of the court OR to choose to serve or receive first, which depends upon the opposing team’s choice.

The winning of the toss does not entitle a team to make all decisions.  Once you require your opponents to make the initial decision, it is as if they had won the toss.  However, the one thing they cannot do is to defer back to you.  They must choose either to receive/serve or pick the court.

The advantage of winning the toss and requiring your opponents to make the initial decision has to do a team’s preference in serving.  In doubles, many players prefer to serve from a particular side of the court.  Some serve well into the sun, others do not.  By requiring your opponents to make the initial decision, your team controls the side that you and your partner prefer to serve from throughout the first set.

Player Wins/Loses the Point 
Q. In a recent match, one of our opponents stood so close to the net that my partner and I were sure that on some of her volley returns, she reached over the net to contact the ball.  Isn’t this against the rules?
A. The rules state that “the player loses the point if the player hits the ball before it has passed the net.”  However, it is permissible for a player to contact the ball on her side and follow through with her racquet coming over on your side, providing she does not touch the net either with her body or her racquet.  It is often difficult to see exactly where the player contacts the ball, but if you and your partner agree that this rule is being violated, you could discuss this rule with your opponent.  Since most players do want to play within the rules, this might stop the problem.  However, keep in mind that this is a call you cannot make.  The player who hits the shot must make the call against herself.
Players should be aware that there is an exception to the rule that players cannot reach over the net to hit the ball.  A player is allowed to contact the ball on her opponent’s side of the net if the ball has spun or been blown back over the net.  If she fails to do this, she loses the point.  Of course, in doing so, the player must not touch the net with her body or racquet.    

LCWTL Scheduling Rules/Regulations
Q. What rules apply in the following situation?  The captains have exchanged line-ups for a match and then find that three of the four courts are waterlogged due to recent rains and are deemed unplayable by the club pro.  One court is playable so those players begin play and finish their match.  Matches on the other three courts are cancelled and rescheduled.  May the captains void the lineups for these three courts and submit new lineups for the makeup matches?
A. According to LCWTL rules (page 37, paragraph H, 1), if a cancellation occurs before match begins, captains should void lineups, including defaults.  In the situation you describe, although the captains have exchanged lineups for all courts, the match has begun on only one court.  The match has not begun for the other three courts, so those lineups can be voided and changed for the makeup matches.  In other words, in the event that matches are cancelled and rescheduled, changes in the lineup may be made in any individual match that has not yet begun.   
Q. My question is about cancelling matches due to rain.  If it is raining steadily, shouldn’t the match be cancelled immediately so that a visiting team does not have to drive (perhaps many miles) to the opposing team’s court and wait to see if it will stop raining?
A. LCWTL rules on page 37 of our book state that “matches may be cancelled or interrupted due to court repair or rainy weather as mutually agreed on by team captains.  If not mutually agreed, it is then determined by the home facility/club pro.”  As we know, the weather can be unpredictable, and a rainy morning can turn into a sunny day, so it is not unreasonable that a home captain (and/or the home pro) might want to wait as late as the rules allow to see if the weather will change so the match can be played.  If this is the case, the visiting team must arrive at the match site by the match start time.  The rules state that if the courts are not playable due to the rainy weather one (1) hour after the scheduled start time, the captains shall set a make-up date.
The Ball, Racquet and Court
Q. In a recent match, I played on a court which has branches from a large tree hanging over the baseline area of one court.  On my return of a deep lob, the ball hit these branches and fell back on my side of the court.  Is that a reason to play a let?

A. No, a let cannot be played in this situation, and you lose the point.  According to USTA rules, “the permanent fixtures of the court include backstops, sidestops, the stands and seats for spectators and all other fixtures around and above the court …”   In this case, consider the tree a permanent fixture.  USTA rules state “If the ball in play touches a permanent fixture before it hits the ground, the player who hit the ball loses the point.”
Q. We played a match recently on a rather misty, drizzly day.  The clay courts were not much affected by the weather conditions, but the balls sure were.  By the beginning of the second set, the balls felt as heavy as bowling balls and bounced about as well!  Serving was especially difficult.  Should new balls have been furnished in conditions like this?

A. Balls as wet as you describe should be considered “unfit for play”.  According to USTA rules, “If a ball becomes unfit for play (for example, ball breaks or loses compression), it shall be replaced immediately.  If a ball becomes wet, it may be taken out of play temporarily until it dries, or it may be replaced.”  In the situation which you describe, the home team should have furnished a new can of balls.  Home captains should be prepared for a situation such as this and have extra cans of balls ready in case they are needed.  
Coaching
Q. Please clarify the LCWTL rule about coaching during a match.  Are only team coaches or pros allowed to coach?

A. LCWTL rules allow coaching between the 2nd and 3rd sets in rated divisions.  No coaching is allowed in the Senior divisions.  Neither LCWTL nor USTA rules specify that coaching must be done by a professional or certified coach.  Advice and encouragement may be given by captains, teammates, family members, etc., but only during the break between the second and third sets.  
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